
 

 

Frequently Asked Questions about the 2021-2022 School District Budget 
 

 

Question: What is the proposition to be voted on? 
 

Answer: The proposition voters will cast a ballot for on Tuesday, May 18, 2021, will be: 
 

Proposition #1:   RESOLVED, that the proposed Wallkill Central School District budget for the 2021-2022 school year in 

the amount of $79,343,346 be approved and the Board of Education of said School District be authorized to levy the 

necessary tax therefore. 
 

Question: What is the percent increase of the proposed 2021-2022 budget when compared to the 2020-2021 budget? 
 

Answer: The 2021-2022 budget increase is 2.12%. The average budget increase over the past five (5) years has been 1.99%. 
 

Question: What is the tax levy limit?  
 

Answer: Essentially, it is an eight-step formula that each school district must use to calculate the tax levy limit.  The result (the 

limit) is the maximum allowable tax levy (including permissible exemptions) that a school district can propose and 

would require only the approval of a simple majority of voters (50% + 1).  Any proposed tax levy amount above the limit 

would require budget approval by a super majority (60% or more) of voters.  For more information on the tax levy limit, 

please visit www.wallkillcsd.k12.ny.us. 
 

Question: Is the Wallkill Central School District’s 2021-2022 tax levy within the limit?  
 

Answer:       Yes, the 2021-2022 tax levy is $150,000 below the limit; therefore, a simple majority of voters is needed for budget 

approval (50% + 1). The tax levy increase with permissible exemptions is 1.47%.  
 

Question: Does the tax levy indicate how much my taxes will rise? 
 

Answer:       No, the tax levy is the amount of money the school district can raise through property taxes.  The amount an individual 

will pay toward the levied amount is the tax rate.  Tax rates paid by individual taxpayers may differ greatly from one 

household to another based on such things as equalization rates and assessed property values.  At this time, individual 

town tax rates are undetermined due to the lack of final equalization rates and total town assessed values. 
 

Question: How much State Aid is the District projected to receive?  
 

Answer: The District is projected to receive $30,900,000 in State Aid in 2021-2022. In addition, the District continues to balance its 

budget with reserves and fund balance. 
 

Question:     What strategies were used to have a tax levy within the tax cap?  
 

 Answer:       1.    Projected increase in State Aid 

2.    Reduction of one (1.0) FTE High School Business position through attrition 

3.    Lower health insurance renewal rates 

4.    Utility costs were stabilized due to bidding and the Energy Performance Contract 

5.    Use of fund balance and reserves 

6.    Multi-year financial planning 
 

Question: What programs for students are included in the 2021-2022 budget?  
 

Answer: 1.      Maintain programs, extra-curricular activities and equipment money for technology 

 2.      Maintain low class sizes for K-12 to allow for enhanced learning opportunities (K-6 average class size of 19) 

 3.      Professional Development opportunities to support classroom instruction and student learning 

4.      Maintain support services to address the social-emotional needs of our students 

5.      The continued assignment of Police Officers in all five (5) school buildings 

6. Create one (1.0) FTE Field Service Technician position through the elimination of one vacant (1.0) FTE Computer 

Lab Manager position  

7. Implement the new ICT program at Leptondale and Ostrander based on the Special Education Team Action Plan 

• 2021-2022 – K-5 ICT at Leptondale; K-6 ICT at Ostrander 

• 2022-2023 – K-6 ICT at Leptondale; K-6 ICT at Ostrander 

 8. Create two (2) .97 Teacher Aide positions to support the new Special Education inclusion model 
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Frequently Asked Questions about the 2021-2022 School District Budget 
 

Question: What happens if voters reject the proposed budget? 
 

Answer: If voters reject the proposed budget, the school district may put up a revised budget for a second vote or adopt a 

contingent budget. 
 

Question: What additional programs/positions will be reduced if the budget fails (contingent budget)? 
 

Answer:      

• Reduction of ten (10) instructional positions resulting in larger class sizes and loss of programs for our students 

• All field trips (including Ashokan) 

• All equipment (except for technology equipment for instructional purposes and equipment necessary for health and 

safety purposes) 

• Charges to community groups that result in identifiable costs for use of buildings 
 

Question: What is included, as allowed by New York State Education Law, in a contingent budget? 
 

Answer: A contingent budget will allow: 
 

• All regular transportation to and from school at current levels of more than .6 miles and to private/parochial schools 

for students residing less than 15 miles from their home to school 

• All legal obligations 

• All health and safety repairs 

• All expenses to maintain mandated educational programs 

• All other budgeted items as determined by the Board of Education 
 

Question: Who can vote on May 18, 2021? 
 

Answer: Voters are eligible to vote if they are: (a) a U.S. Citizen; (b) at least 18 years of age; (c) a resident of the school district for at 

least 30 days prior to May 18, 2021; and (d) not otherwise ineligible to vote under Section 5-106 of the Election Law. 

Individuals do not need to be registered to vote. Please contact the District Clerk at 845-895-7101,or by email at: 

kcorcoran@wallkillcsd.k12.ny.us if you have any questions regarding how you may obtain an absentee ballot. Information 

on how an unregistered voter, who meets the definition of a qualified voter, may receive an absentee ballot is available at: 

www.wallkillcsd.k12.ny.us.  
 

Pregunta: ¿Quién puede votar, el 18 de mayo de 2021? 
 

Respuesta: Los votantes son elegibles para votar si son: (a) un ciudadano de los Estados Unidos; (b) de al menos 18 anos de edad; (c) 

residente del distrito escolar durante al menos 30 dias antes del 18 de mayo de 2021; y (d) no ineligible para votar de 

acuerdo con seccion 5-106 de la Ley Electoral.  Las personas no necesitan estar registradas para votar. Comuníquese con 

la Secretaria del Distrito al 845-895-7101, o por correo electrónico a: kcorcoran@wallkillcsd.k12.ny.us si tiene alguna 

pregunta con respecto a cómo puede obtener una boleta en ausencia.  La información sobre cómo un votante no 

registrado, que cumple con la definición de un votante calificado, puede recibir una boleta en ausencia está disponible 

en: www.wallkillcsd.k12.ny.us.  

 

 

Si necesita una versión en español de estas preguntas, vaya a nuestro website – 

www.wallkillcsd.k12.ny.us 
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